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SUBJECT: CABINET RESHUFFLE 

1. IN MINOR CABINET RESHUFFLE PRIME MINISTER RAZAK HAS ANNOUNCED 
THAT MINISTER WITH SPECIAL FUNCTIONS TENGKU AHMAD RITHAUDDEEN 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1 WILL BE MINISTER OF INFORMATION. IN ADDITION 
TO THE INFORMATION PORTFOLIO RITHAUDDEEN WILL CONTINUE TO ASSIST 
THE PRIME MINISTER WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY MATTERS. FORMER INFORMA- 
TION/HOME AFFAIRS MINISTER TAN SRI GHAZALI SHAFIE WILL CONTINUE 
TO HOLD HIS MORE IMPORTANT HOME AFFIARS PORTFOLIO. 

2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THERE IS SOME TALK IN POLITICAL CIRCLES TO 
THE EFFECT THAT GHAZALI SHAFIE'S POLITICAL RIVALS HELPED INSPIRE 
THE CHANGE, THERE IS LITTLE EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT SUCH A CONTENTION. 
IN ADDITION TO HIS HOME AFFIARS DUTIES GHAZ UNDOUBTEDLY WILL 
CONTINUE TO TAKE ON IMPORTANT POLITICAL TAKS FOR THE PRIME 
MINISTER. RITHAUDDEEN ALSO IS KNOWN AS A LOYAL RAZAK MAN BUT WILL 
PROBABLY HAVE MORE TIME TO DEVOTE TO INFORMATION AFFIARS AND 
SHOULD BE MORE ACCESSIBLE TO EMBASSY/USIS APPROACHES. 
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